
 

 

 
Required Materials 

 

 1 folder 

 notebook or loose-leaf paper 

 writing utensils – black or blue ink pens and/or a pencil 

 laptop – fully charged 

 

Grading Policy 

 

I grade on a point system.  Major tests, large projects, and papers are 

worth approximately 100 points each.  Smaller projects and major 

quizzes are worth approximately 50 to 60 points each.  Homework, 

short quizzes, and journal entries are worth 10 to 30 points each.  

 

When I figure your grades, I divide the amount of points you received 

by the total amount of points possible.  For instance, if you receive 

108 points and there are 120 points possible, your grade at that point 

will be a 90%, which is an A-. 

 

Classroom Guidelines and Expectations 

 

1. Respect your classmates, teacher, materials, and the room.  Also be 

open to your classmates’ ideas and observations.  

 

2. Follow the rules in the handbook. 

 

3. Students are to be in their seats when the bell rings.  

 

4.  Be prepared. Always bring the necessary materials to class, and 

charge your laptop every night. 

 

 

 



5. All work should be identified in the upper left hand corner of the 

paper with 

Name 

     Date 

     Hour 

 

5. Participation in class is important.  For a class to be interesting and 

for you to get the most out of a class, you need to be involved in 

class discussions, group work, and in class work.  

 

6. Doing homework, in class work, journal entries, projects and 

papers is essential. Homework is to be turned in on the day it is 

due for full credit.  Homework turned in late will receive 75% 

credit on the 1
st
 day late, 50% on the second day, and after three 

days you will not receive any credit. Exception - major papers 

turned in late will receive one letter grade off per day late. 

 

7. On papers and essays you must have a clear focus and be as 

thorough as possible.  Always support your points with examples 

or evidence.  Also be sure to proofread your papers carefully 

before turning them in. 

 

8. If you are absent, you are responsible for getting assignments, 

notes, and making up tests and quizzes. 

 

9. Always do your own work.  If you copy someone’s assignment 

you will receive a zero, as will the person who allowed you to 

copy.  Also do not plagiarize information found in books or on the 

internet.  If you do you will be given a zero. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Course Overview 
 

 

Unit 1 – Radicalism and Personal Revenge 

 

In this unit we will read a variety of short stories, as well as some non-

fiction works. During this unit we will focus on learning new vocabulary, 

writing, exploring the use of literary devices, and analyzing character and 

theme.  In addition, students will complete a group project in which they 

choose a story, adapt it into a play (or film), and perform it in front of the 

class. 

 

Works Studied: 

 

Short Stories: 

 

 “The Most Dangerous Game” – Richard Connell 

 “The Lady or the Tiger” – Frank R. Stockton 

 “A Sound of Thunder” – Ray Bradbury 

 “The Sniper” – Liam O’Flaherty 

 “The Cask of Amontillado” – Edgar Allan Poe 

 

Non-fiction: 

 “Can Animals Think?” – Eugene Linden – magazine article 

 “A Defense of the Jury System” – Thomas M. Ross, Esq. – persuasive 

essay 

 “A Country Divided” from One  Belfast Boy – Patricia McMahon – 

history book 

 “Lives in the Crossfire” from Children of “The Troubles” – Laurel 

Holliday – nonfiction account 

 “Poe’s Final Days” from Edgar A. Poe: Mournful and Never-Ending 

Remembrance – Kenneth Silverman -  biography 

 “If Only Poe Had Succeeded When He Said Nevermore to Drink” – 

Burton R. Pollin and Robert E. Benedetto – letter 

 “Rabies Death Theory” – R. Michael Benitez, M.D. – letter 

 Current news articles that relate to the theme 

 

 

 



 

 

Unit 2 – In Defense of Human Rights and the Destructive Power of Hate 

 

To begin this unit, the students will research an aspect of the Holocaust, 

learn MLA documentation, write a research paper using internal and external 

citations, and present their information to the class. 

 

In this unit we will read Night, which describes what Elie Wiesel endured 

during the Holocaust. We will also explore poems and non-fiction articles 

dealing with the Holocaust. 

 

Works Studied: 

 

Novel: 

 

 Night - Elie Wiesel 

 

Poetry: 

 

 “Pride” - Dahlia Ravikovitch 

 Various poems by Yehuda Amichai 

 

Non-fiction: 

 

 “Universal Declaration of Human Rights” 

 Elie Wiesel’s Nobel Prize acceptance speech 

 Various books and websites on the Holocaust 

 

Unit 3 -  Love 

 

In this unit we will read the majority of The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet 

aloud and act out portions of it.  We will also view multiple movie versions 

of the play. Our focus will be to learn background information on 

Shakespeare’s life and theater, as well as understand and analyze the play’s 

themes and characters.  

 

 

 



Works Studied: 

 

 The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet 

 Shakespearean Sonnets 

 Romeo and Juliet films – 1968 version and 1996 version 

 

Unit 4: Trials and Triumphs:  The Hero’s Journey 

 

In this unit we will read and explore excerpts from the epic poem The 

Odyssey by Homer, as well as other literary works that connect with the 

theme.  Students will also write a literary analysis paper and complete a 

project. 

 

Works Studied: 

 

Epic Poem: 

 

 The Odyssey - Homer 

 

Short stories and poems: 

 

 “Through the Tunnel” – Doris Lessing  

 “Sonnet 60” and “the Seven Ages of Man” – William Shakespeare 

 “Penelope” – Dorothy Parker 

 

Non-fiction: 

 

 “A Practical Guide to Joseph Campbell’s The Hero With a Thousand 

Faces” – Christopher Vogler 

 “The Race to the South Pole: The Man Who Took the Prize” – 

Caroline Alexander 

 “Back from War, but Not Really Home” Caroline Alexander 

 “The Treasures of Troy”  

 

You Tube: 

 “The Hero’s Journey” 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KGV1BvnyvGo&feature=related 

 “The Odyssey Animation” 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PglAFdKSJ_M&feature=related 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KGV1BvnyvGo&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PglAFdKSJ_M&feature=related


 

 

Unit 5 – Life Lessons 

 

In this unit we will read a variety of short stories, as well as some non-

fiction works, and poetry. During this unit we will focus on learning new 

vocabulary, writing, exploring the use of literary devices, and analyzing 

character and theme. 

 

Works Studied: 

 

Short Stories 

 

 “Thank You M’am” – Langston Hughes 

 “The Scarlet Ibis” – James Hurst 

 “The Gift of the Magi” – O. Henry 

 “The Princess and the Tin Box”  James Thurber 

 

Poetry 

 “Mother to Son” – Langston Hughes 

 “Forgive My Guilt” – Robert P. Tristram Coffin 

 “If There Be Sorrow” – Mari Evans 

 “Lost” – Carl Sandburg 

 “The Courage That My Mother Had” – Edna St. Vincent Millay 

 “Ballad of Birmingham” – Dudley Randall 

 “The Gift” – Li-Young Lee 

 

Non-fiction 

 

 Current news articles that relate to the theme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Course Objectives 

 

Reading 
 

 Explore the use of literary elements including character, plot, setting, 

foreshadowing, suspense, conflict, and resolution and their influence 

on the effectiveness of the work of literature. 

 Understand and evaluate the author’s use of figurative language, 

diction, symbolism, and irony 

 Identify how authors use point of view and imagery to express ideas 

 Relate reading to prior knowledge and experience 

 Read closely to determine what the text says and to make logical 

inferences 

 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 

development 

 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, 

paragraphs, and larger portions relate to each other and the whole 

 Evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text 

 Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and 

interact over the course of a text 

 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text 

 Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in 

order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors 

take   

 Evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats 

 Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, 

interact with other characters, and advance the plot 

 

Vocabulary 
 

 Increase your vocabulary by learning and properly using words 

derived from Latin and Greek roots. 

 Memorize Latin and Greek roots to increase your ability to identify 

unfamiliar words 

 Explore the use of metaphors, similes, and figurative language 

 

 

 



Writing 
 

 Write informative texts to examine and convey ideas clearly and 

accurately 

 Produce clear and coherent writing using support, organization, and 

style 

 Strengthen writing by planning, revising, editing, and rewriting 

 Conduct a research project which involves gathering relevant 

information, integrating the information, and properly citing the 

sources 

 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research 

 Use technology to produce writing and to interact and collaborate with 

others 

 

Grammar 

 

 Parts of speech – nouns, verbs, pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, 

prepositions, conjunctions, interjections 

 Punctuation – commas, semicolons, apostrophes, capitalization 

 Usage errors – homonyms 

 Run-on sentences, comma splices, and fragments 

 

Speaking 
 

 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in an effective 

manner 

 Participate in a variety of collaborations with diverse partners, 

building on others ideas and expressing their own clearly 

 Improve listening skills  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                         

                                        



 

 

 


